AGENCY REQUEST FOR BUILDING
 COMMISSION ACTION

AGENCY:  Department of Transportation

LOCATION:  Town of Washington (Vilas County)
		Town of Grandview (Bayfield County)

PROJECT REQUEST:  
The Department of Transportation (DOT) requests DFD contract for Architectural/Engineering (A/E) services to prepare Preliminary design documents, including a Design Report and NEPA study for the above projects for an amount not to exceed $50,000.  These projects were enumerated in 2011 Wisconsin Act 32 for $2,956,500 SFSRB.  Following US Forest Service approval and authorization by the State Building Commission, the A/E will provide final design through construction services in accordance with the A/E Policy & Procedure Manual.

PROJECT NO:  Vilas County Communications Tower (12E1Q)
		     Bayfield County Communications Tower (12E1R) 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Vilas County:  Project will construct a 350-foot tower, equipment building and generator in the town of Washington on US Forest Service property, formerly their Anvil Lake lookout tower site.  

Bayfield County:  Project will construct a 350-foot tower, equipment building and generator in the town of Grandview on US Forest Service property, formerly their Long Mile lookout tower site. 

JUSTIFICATION:
This phase of the statewide tower construction will continue to address no-radio coverage areas in the state.  The gaps in communication have existed since the inception of the voice and data communication network, resulting in a concern for public and law enforcement safety.  The Mobile Data Communication Network (MDCN) has brought into the system over 1,200 additional users over the years. These numbers have been steadily increasing with additional support for promoting the concept of statewide interoperability. The effect of this coordinated effort has increased the need to close the gaps and ensure the reliability of the system.  This project will further the goal of providing the necessary infrastructure, towers, and buildings to safely support and house the new equipment required for present and emerging wireless technologies. Both sites will also accommodate equipment for WISCOM.  

BUDGET AND SCHEDULE:
	
	Vilas
	Bayfield
	
	A/E Selection
	    May 2013

	 Construction
	
	
	
	Design Report
	    Aug 2013

	Contingency
	
	
	
	Building Commission
	     Oct 2013

	Design
	
	
	
	Bid Date
	     Jan 2014

	DSF Fee
	
	
	
	Start Construction
	    Mar 2014

	Land purchase
	
	
	
	Substantial Completion
	    Aug 2014

	TOTAL
	$985,500
	$985,500
	
	Final Completion
	[bookmark: _GoBack]     Sep 2014



PREVIOUS BUILDING COMMISSION ACTION:  
Project was enumerated in 2011 Wisconsin Act 32 enumerated $2,956,500 SFSRB.  
The February 2013 Building Commission approved $515,000 for the design and construction of a tower at Harrington Beach State Park

AGENCY CONTACT:
Bill Heberlein, Bill.Heberlein@dot.wi.gov, 608.267.0254; 608.335.8553
